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And it was here that we also camped on the night of January
•21st to prepare for our departure next morning into the
unknown south. I searched the flint strewn plain for arti-
facts without success, though here was a mine of material
ready to the hands of the ancients. The fragments would
seem to be the broken up remnants of a flint-bed overlying
the sandstone, which we were to see later in situ on the sum-
mit of Dharbun.
The northern valley appears to be nameless and runs down
to a group of four wells in a saucer about half a mile wide
called Al Khuruq, somewhat north of the ruins of Qasr Salim
ibn Jabir, to eastward of which lies a remarkable line of
springs—three in a straight line at intervals of 100 paces with
another near by—called Qabaliyat, the property of one
Hadi ibn Shaduk. The Khuruq wells, like those of Hafair,
are a favourite resort of Badawin visiting Jabrin, whose
camels find plenty to eat in the Shinan of the sandy valley.
A little way up the latter lie two ruined fort-like buildings
about a quarter mile apart called Qasr JAli ibn Dahbash, the
most westerly outpost of ancient Jabrin.
The eponymous lord of these mansions, to which we paid a
visit, belongs to the Jabir clan of the Murra, which is regarded
as centring on Jabrin. Among the ruins we found copious
fragments of pottery and broken bangles of the kind found
already so plentifully at Qasr Umm Ramad, while the only
well of the outpost has been buried by the sands which swell
to great waves here on both banks of the Wadi. The first
building was of considerable interest as the arrangement of
the rooms which occupied the interior is clearly traceable
and seems to have been somewhat more elaborate than the
usual court-and-keep type. The roof of course was no more,
and a part of the outer wall opposite the doorway has been
badly breached to a width of several feet—the whole building
being 25 paces long and 20 broad. The northern wall had a
row of what looked like pigeon-holes at about the height
of a man's head—perhaps to support the ceiling beams of
the lower rooms if there were two storeys—with two larger
recesses below them at nearly ground-level. There were
wall-traces of five small rooms along the north and east

